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Past," Small Wars & Insurgencies¥t,no. [ (February 1V, -11), IAI-T-¢, available
at <https:// doi.org/\- - A-/-Q0ar¥IA,C-C1IAV-E7T>,

Ashley Lane, ‘Iran’s Islamist Proxies in the Middle East," The /slamists
(Washington, DC: Wilson Center, December v, (-(:), available at
<https://www.wilsoncenter.org/ article/irans-islamist-proxies>;
Michael Knights, "Soleimani Is Dead: The Road Ahead forlranian-Backed
Militiasinlraqg,” CTC Sentinel January (-(-.

Summary of the r-IN National Defense Strategy of the United States of
America: Sharpening the American Military's Competitive Edge
(Washington, DC: Department of Defense, (-IA), [, available at
<https://dod.defense.gov/Portals/|/Documents/pubs/fIA-  National-
Defense-Strategy-Summary.pdf>.

George W.Bush, "/Remarks to the Troops at Norfolk Naval Air Station in
Norfolk, Virginia," 7he American Presidency Project February ¥, (-,

available at <www. presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/?pid=¢09ar>.

Summary of the Irreqular Warfare Annex to the National Defense

Strategy(Washington, DC: Department of Defense, -7, |

Douglas S. Blaufarb, The Counterinsurgency Era: U.S. Doctrine and
Performance—I90- to Present (New York: The Free Press, 1aVvV); Richard
Duncan Downie, Learning from Confiict: The U.S. Military in Vietnam, E/
Salvador, and the Drug War(Westport, CT: Praeger, 199A); David H. Ucko,
The New Counterinsurgency Era: Transforming the US. Military for

Modern Wars(Washington, DC: Georgetown UniversityPress, (--q).
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Draws on David H. Ucko and Thomas A. Marks, "Violence in Context:
Mapping the Strategies and Operational Art of Irregular Warfare,
Contemporary Security Policy ¥, no. ¢ (April T-IA), £1-0*¥ available at
<https://doi.org/l- }-A-/IFof ¥ A lERTArT>,

The (-IA National Defense Strategy stated categorically that “Inter-state
strategic competition, not terrorism, is now the primary concern.”
Summary of the r-IN NationalDefense Strateqy of the United States of

America,\.

Overlooked universally in Western discussion is the reality that key
facets of the approach under discussion have been codified doctrine
for roughly a century in both Russia (originally, the Soviet Union) and
China, as well as the loser in the Chinese civil war, Taiwan. For
discussion and assessmentof the Chinaand Taiwan cases, as influenced
by the Soviet example and direct involvement, see Thomas A. Marks,
Counterrevolution in China: Wang Sheng and the Kuomintang (London:
Frank Cass, 1997). For North Korea,see Benjamin R. Young, Guns, Guerillas
[sicl, and the Great Leader: North Korea and the Third World Cold War

International History Project (Stanford: Stanford University Press,(-(1).

For the useful backstory to this phenomenon, see Richard Middleton,

The War ofAmerican Independence, 1o~V 1St ed. (New York: Pearson,
7).

Carl von Clausewitz, On War, ed. and trans. Michael Howard and Peter

Paret(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1aAq), Vo.

The framework was originally created by Thomas A. Marks and draws
on his life work and scholarship on an aggregation of the People's War
approach, used by the American Patriots and the Asian theorists,

notably Mao Zedong, and others.
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Joint Operating Concept, /rrequiar Warfare: Countering lrreqular Threats
(Washington, DC: Department of Defense, May 1V, (1), 4, available at
<https://www jcs.mil/Portals/¥1/Documents/Doctrine/concepts/joc_iw

_vlpdfPver=V-It-CA-I00-(1-ol->.

As cited in Michael Ignatieff, Virtual War: Kosovo and Beyond (New York:
Picador, (1), {1

Ibid.

Operations other than war included "strikes, raids, peace enforcement,
counterterrorism, enforcement of sanctions, support to insurgency and
counterinsurgency, and evacuation of noncombatants.” See Joint
Publication (JP) W--V,Joint Doctrine for Military Operations Other Than War
(Washington, DC: The Joint Staff,1a40), vii. Emphasis added.

David H. Ucko, "Nobody Puts IW in an Annex: It's Time to Embrace
IrregularWarfare as a Strategic Priority,” Modern War Institute, October

le,(-(, available at

<https://mwi.usma.edu/nobody-puts-iw-in-an-annex-its-time-to-embrace-

N
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irregular- warfare-as-a-strategic-priority/>.

Valery Gerasimov, "The Value of Science in Prediction,” Military-industrial
Kurier, no. A (¢v1), March v, (¥ available at <http://vpk-
news.ru/sites/default/files/pdf/ VPK_-A_¢V1.pdf>. Emphasis added.

SunTzu, The Artof War(Minneapolis: Filiquarian Publishing, --1), 1.

Rosa Brooks, How Everything Became War and the Military Became

Everything: Tales from the Pentagon(New York: Simon and Schuster, £-11).

See, for example, Kyrylo Sakhniuk, “Russian Information Warfare
Against Ukraine," The Journal of Counterterrorism and Homeland Security

International TV, no. ¥ (Summer (-(f) ¥A-so. For discussion of Russian

V.Y
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simultaneous focus on the nonviolent side of the equation, see Nikolay Y.

Naydenov, ‘Russia’'s Gray Zone Threat to Bulgaria,” The Journal of
Counterterrorism and Homeland Security International TV, no. ¥ (Summer

[-7),€1-o0.

Alexus G. Grynkewich, "Welfare as Warfare: How Violent Non-State
Groups Use Social Services to Attack the State," Studies in Conflict &
Terrorism¥|, no. € (April €, T--A), ¥o--¥'V-; Shawn Teresa Flanigan, “Charity as
Resistance: Connections Between Charity, Contentious Politics, and
Terror," Studies in Conflict & Terrorism(a, no.V (October --1) 1¢1-100.On
the use of political fronts by insurgent groups, see DavidH Ucko, 7he
Insurgent's Dilemma: A Struggle to Prevail{(Oxford: Oxford University Press,
[-(7), chap. ¢; Benedetta Berti, Armed Political Organizations: From Conflict
to Integration (Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press, [:I¥);

Leonard Weinberg, Ami Pedahzur, and Arie Perlinger, Political Parties and

Terrorist Groups, rnd ed, Routledge Studies in Extremism and

Democracy, ed. Roger Eatwell (London: Routledge, f--9).

Useful in this context are two articles, adapted from work conducted at
the College of International Security Affairs, by two U.S. students, using
the framework presented here. See Jesse S. Curtis, "Springing the 'Tacitus
Trap": Countering Chinese State-Sponsored Disinformation,” Small Wars &
Insurgencies ¥, no. [ (February 1v, (.fl) frfa-Mo, available at
<https://doi.org/I-|-A-/-Q0ar¥IAC-C1AV-€09>;  Cary Mittelmark, "Playing
Chess with the Dragon: Chinese-U.S. Competition in the Era of Irregular
Warfare,” Small Wars & Insurgencies ¥, no. [ (February 1V, £-11), {-0-(TA,
available at <https://doi.org/!1- I-A-/-Q0ar¥IA O IAV-E0W>,

Thomas A. Marks, Maoist People's War in Post-Vietnam Asia (Bangkok:
WhiteLotus, {+V), €1-€o.
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Thomas A.Marks, "Counterinsurgency inthe Age of Globalism,” Journalof
ConflictStudiesV,no.1(r--V), fs-(o.

Summary of the r-IN National Defense Strategy of the United States of

America,o.

As Iran's foreign minister, Javad Zarif, put it during an interview shortly
after the killing of Qasem Soleimani, “Beautiful military equipment’ don't
[sic] rule the world. People rule the world. People. The United States must
wake up to thereality that the peopleof this region are enraged, that the
people of this region want the United States out, and the United States
cannot stay in this region with the people of the region not wanting it
anymore.” CNN, January V, r.r, available at
<www.cnn.com/videos/world/r-(-/-1/-V/ iran-soleimani-javad-zarif-

donald-trump-pleitgen-intv-intl-ldn-vpx.cnn>.
See, for example, Young, Guns, Guerillas|sicl, and the Great L eader.

AsNiels Woudstraexplains, Chinahas occupied vital islands in the South
China Sea not by launching ‘large-scale offensives against its
neighbours" but by "patiently broadening its influence in the area, often
by using civilian or paramilitary means.” See Niels Woudstra, "Winning
Without Killing in the South China Sea,” in NL Arms Netherlands Annual
Review of Military Studies r-1V- Winning Without Killing: The Strategic and
Operational Utility of Non-Kinetic Capabilities in Crises, ed. Paul AL
Ducheine and Frans PB. Osinga (Amsterdam: Asser Press/Springer, £-1V),
(A-.

See, for example, Bill Hayton, 7he South China Sea: The Struggle for Power
inAsia(New Haven: Yale University Press, 1-1¢); Humphrey Hawksley, Asian
Waters(New York: Abrams Books, ().
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See, respectively, Gerasimov, “The Value of Science in Prediction”; Liang
Qiao, Al Santoli, and Xiangsui Wang, Unrestricted Warfare: China's Master
Plan to Destroy AmericalPanama City, Panama: Pan American Publishing,

r--0).

Evidence that has emerged concerning Russian attempts to shape U.S.
elections results has been overwhelming. See, for example, Kathleen Hall
Jamieson, Cyberwar: How Russian Hackers and Trolls Helped Elect a
President (New York: Oxford University Press, (-IA). For useful
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